(COLUMRTA CTTY NEWSLETTER

CITY OF COLUMBIA CITY
1840 SECOND STREET
PO BOX 189
COLUMBIA CITY, OR 97018

www.columbia-city.org

o PHONE: (503) 397-4010
CC\% FAX: (503) 366-2870
e colcity@columbia-city.org

No one is useless in this world who lightens

the burden of it for someone else.
Benjamin Franklin

VOLUNTEERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Parks: We would like to thank the many volunteers
that have come forward to assist us with park and
grounds maintenance activities. Volunteers have
been working hard to spruce up Jim Bundy
Memorial Park, maintain Harvard Park, mow along
the bike path, weed and mow Datis Park, remove
blackberries from Pixie Park, weed and replant the
planting boxes on the wall at the Public Works
Shop, and more! With the valuable assistance of
many volunteers, our City parks are looking better
than ever!

Library: The Friends of the Library are working
hard to provide Library services to the community.
They are currently soliciting donations, organizing
fund raising activities, and contributing many, many
hours to staff the Library for our citizens to enjoy.

Police Reserves: Volunteer Police Reserves
provide extremely valuable assistance to our Police
Department in reaching and maintaining its
objectives relating to maintaining the peace, safety
and qualify of life for our citizens. Participation in
our Volunteer Reserve Program continues to grow -
our third Reserve Officer just graduated from the
Reserve Acadamy and will start field training work.

Utility Bills and Newsletters: Each month a
group of dedicated volunteers assists the City with
stuffing and sealing the utility bills and newsletters
in preparation for mailing.

We'd like to extend a very special thank you to all
of our dedicated volunteers - they really make a
difference!

It's easy to make a buck. It's a lot tougher to

make a difference.
-- Tom Brokaw

SECOND & "I' STREET PAVING PROJECT

The Public Works crew is currently preparing for
the overlay of Second Street between "I" and "J"
Streets, and "I" Street between Second Street and
The Strand. The paving work will be completed
with a grant award under the Special City Allotment
program.

FLEET DAY AT CAPLES HOUSE
MUSEUM

On June 9, 2011 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

enjoy a day by the Columbia River watching the
ships come in for the Rose Festival. Explore a
pioneer house museum, children’s museum and
shop for gifts, antiques, and collectibles at the
Country Store.

A lunch of ham, salad, assorted vegetables and
fruits, fresh bread and desserts will be served buffet
style. Refresh yourself with lemonade, iced tea or
coffee on the porch of the Knapp Center. You can
ring the Caples family bell when the ships go by!

Tickets are $15 per person and can be ordered at
museumdirector@capleshouse.com or by calling
503-397-5390.

ROSE FESTIVAL FLEET

The Rose Festival Fleet Week is
June 8 through June 12. Naval
vessels from the United States Navy, U. S. Coast
Guard, and the Canadian Maritime Forces arrive
from around the world for a four-day visit to the City
of Roses. Ship tours will be available daily. Fleet
visitation has been an annual tradition for more
than 80 years. The ships usually sail by Columbia
City the first two days of that week, but there are no
specific times for their arrival.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Ruth Rose Richardson and Pixie Parks:
Volunteers needed to routinely mow, prune and pull
weeds. If interested, inquire at City Hall.

.



CHIEF’S CORNER

Crime Prevention Tips
Going on Vacation?

Protect your home against burglary: Everyone
looks forward to taking vacations. Unfortunately,
this can be an opportune time for a burglar to strike,
especially if there are obvious signs that your home
is unoccupied. Whether gone for a day or a couple
of weeks, take the following precautions:

e Check all doors and windows to make sure they
are securely locked. If any locks need to be
replaced or reinforced, make these
improvements before you leave.

e Use automatic timers on interior lights. A timer
can also be used on a portable radio.

e Use photoelectric cells (which screw into the
light socket) on exterior lights. These devices
will "automatically" turn lights on/off depending
on the level of darkness.

e If you will be gone for an extended period of
time, arrange to have your lawn mowed. It is
also a good idea to ask a neighbor to park a car
in your driveway and to use your garbage
container.

e Make sure that items such as children's toys,
ladders, lawn furniture, etc. are put away.

e A trusted neighbor should be informed of your
vacation plans; when you are leaving and
expected return date. Leave a key with a
trusted friend or neighbor so that the position of
curtains and blinds can be changed. Also if you
don't cancel newspapers and postal delivery,
ask them to pick up and place in the house.

e Inform trusted neighbors on all four sides of
when you'll be gone so that a complete lookout
is maintained. Be selective, however, in
announcing your plans to anyone else.

e If you have an alarm system, make sure it's
activated when you leave. Leave the alarm key
with a neighbor and show them how to turn the
system on and off.

e Feel free to sign up for a security premise
check while you are away. The check can
range from a visual/drive by check to a full
security check of your home, you decide! Forms
are available and can be filled out at the City
Hall Front Desk.

The Police Department would like to request your
continued support in being our eyes and ears in the
community. Please feel free to contact us with your
thoughts, questions, or any information that you

feel would help us in keeping our community safe.
We can be reached via 911, 503-397-4010 (Office),
or (Non-emergency) Columbia 911 at 503-397-
1521.

Thanks ~ Chief Michael S. McGlothlin
CODE ENFORCEMENT REMINDERS

Keep grass and weeds cut! Between April 15
and September 30 of any year, weeds and grass
cannot exceed 10 inches in height and blackberry
bushes cannot extend across property lines or into
the City’s right-of-way, including streets, alleys and
sidewalks. Property owners or other persons in
charge of the property must keep weeds, grass and
other noxious growth, such as poison oak, cut and
maintained to prevent them from
becoming unsightly and a fire hazard, and

going to seed. Violators can be

cited into  Municipal Court.
Additionally, the City may abate

i the nuisance and lien the
property for the costs.

Remove political signs! All political
signs must be removed by Wednesday,
June 1.

To report violations, please contact City
Hall.

FREE CHILD SAFETY SEAT CHECK UP EVENT

Columbia County Safe Kids, in partnership with
Alliance for Community Traffic Safety (ACTS
Oregon) and several community partners will hold a
child safety seat check up event on Thursday, June
9, 2011, from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. The free clinic will be
held in St. Helens at the St. Helens Fire Station,
105 S. 12" Street.

The clinic provides an opportunity to have a child
safety seat checked by a certified technician, who
can correct misuse, help with installation and teach
you how to correctly install the seat at no cost.
Technicians can also check for seat recalls. Please
plan to spend 30-60 minutes at the event.

Additionally, through a grant funded by the Oregon
Department of Transportation, child safety seats
are available to low-income families in need at a
reduced cost. For more information please contact
the Safe Kids Coordinator at 503-410-3169.



LIBRARY NEWS

We have raised $4000 since the news broke a
month and a half ago that the Friends of the Library
would have to raise all the money for the library.
We are getting great support from our community
and from those associated with the library.

The fundraising group has come up with some
great ideas. We have a book sale coming up June
4. The raffle quilt top is done, and hanging in the
library. We are planning a rummage sale to benefit
the library on Friday and Saturday, July 29 and 30.
Pop cans have been coming in. Our used book
sales have picked up. We will be organizing the
City Celebration on Saturday, September 10.

Because we are raising more money this year, we
need to upgrade our non-profit status. We will be
filling out 501(c)(3) paperwork to be a larger non-
profit, and could use a CPA’s expertise to help us
with that paperwork. If you can help, please call the
library.

Book Sale

Our next book sale will be
Saturday, June 4 from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. Keep those
book donations rolling in.
We are advertising on
Craig’s List and
BookSaleFinder so expect
a lot of buyers. We expect
about 4500 books in this
sale. Tell your friends and
let's make this a great
source of income! If you
want an early look at the
books, help us setup
Saturday morning from 8
to 10 a.m. We can always
use more help!

Raffle Quilt

The log cabin quilt top with hand-appliqued hearts
is hanging in the library. Raffle tickets are $1.00
each, or 6 for $5.00. We will also display it at the
June 4 book sale. The Columbia River
Piecemakers Quilt Guild did the blocks, the Novel
Quilters put it together, and Fibers and Stitches will
donate the backing. After the book sale, it will be
quilted by Dianne Ebert — we just couldn’t pass up
the opportunity to have it hanging during the book
sale. By mid-June, we will have packets of tickets
with a photo so everyone can sell tickets.

Rummage Sale
We are planning a rummage sale in the library
parking lot on Friday and Saturday, July 29 and 30.
We will need lots of nice donations for the
rummage sale, and lots of help Thursday, Friday
and Saturday. If you have items, please save them
at home until a few days before
the sale — our storage space is
full of books right now. With lots
of good donations, and lots of
advertising, this could be a big
fundraiser for us.

City Celebration

The Columbia City Community Hall is reserved for
the City Celebration on Saturday, September 10.
We will hold the book sale of course, and the
Strawberry Pancake breakfast is on! Thank you,
Terry Maloney. We will draw the winning ticket for
the raffle quilt. We will also do a silent auction, so
we will need help soliciting those donations all
summer. If you have something that would make a
nice silent auction item, let us know. We will
continue working on what exciting events we can
add to the City Celebration.

Summer Reading Program

I must admit we have focused on fundraising
instead of the summer reading program. We will be
doing Story Time each Monday at 11 a.m. Sign-up
and get a reading log. Don'’t let your kids backslide
over the summer - instead, send them to faraway
worlds! No matter how old you are, we want you to
be reading, and we have great books!

Book Sale:

Saturday, June 4 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Staffed Library Hours:
Monday & Saturday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Wednesday 4 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Thursday 2 p.m. - 6 p.m.

Story Time:

Every Monday at 11 a.m.
Friends of the Library Meeting:
Monday, June 13 at 8 p.m.
Novel Quilters Meeting:
Wednesday June 15 at 6:30 p.m.
Fundraising Meeting:
Monday, June 27 at 7 p.m.
Mystery Book Group:
Wednesday, June 29 at 7 p.m.
Phone: (503) 366-8020
Address: 205 "|" Street
E-mail: ccclibrary@live.com
Website: www.freewebs.com/cccomlibrary/index.htm



SPRINKLER START-UPS

As you start up your irrigation system, it is an ideal
time to do a little inspection and maintenance. Here
are a few items to check:

Make sure sprinkler heads aren't choked by grass
or obstructed by vegetation, including branches that
block spray patterns. If you have a spray system in
a mature shrub area, it may be difficult to clear all
obstructions. If so, consider converting that area to
drip irrigation. It could be easier than you think and
may well be a more effective option.

Confirm sprinklers are spraying the right distance
and direction. Making a few simple adjustments can
significantly improve the effectiveness of your
irrigation, as well as preventing water damage to
areas not intended to be irrigated.

Verify that drip emitters are still functioning
properly. If emitters and tubing are difficult to
locate, run the system for a while. Then look or feel
for wet spots around plants. Uncover buried
emitters and/or ends of tubing. They will be easier
to find in the future and won't be as likely to
become clogged.

If plants have grown much since drip emitters were
installed, consider increasing the number and/or
size of emitters to serve the larger plants. If you
currently only have one emitter per plant, adding
emitters can also be beneficial by better distributing
water around the root zone, along with reducing the
chance of a plant dying due to a single clogged
emitter.

Clean out filters. You may not even be aware that
you have a filter, but a properly installed drip
system will have a wye filter, and other systems
may as well. While regular cleaning of filters is
more important if the water source is untreated
irrigation water, occasionally cleaning filters is a
good idea regardless.

Many irrigation controllers have battery backups to
keep irrigation programs from being lost during
power outages. Regular batteries generally should
be changed yearly, while rechargeable batteries
may last up to three years.

Set an irrigation schedule that is appropriate for the
time of year. And encourage deep rooting by not
watering too frequently, but using multiple short
cycles when you do irrigate.

A Columbia City Fable?

Once upon a time there was a tortoise that
accepted a boasting hare's challenge to race. In
mid-May, the hare was discovered on Fourth
Street and the tortoise on Eighth. Both were
recently returned to the safety of their homes!

DELUXE WATER SAVING
HOSE NOZZLES $6.00 EACH

Purchase your deluxe 10-
spray water saving hose
nozzles just in time for the
season! Available  for
purchase at City Hall for $6.00
each.

PRESCRIPTION DRUG DISCOUNT CARDS
AVAILABLE AT CITY HALL

The United Way of Columbia County and the
Community Assistance Program have provided the
City with a supply of prescription drug discount
cards to distribute to interested citizens. Both
programs provide the bearer of the card with the
lowest price available for medications. Anyone can
use the cards and there is no income or age
requirement.

Residents can stop by to request free prescription
discount cards and a list of participating
pharmacies. Since the cards can be used
nationwide, residents are encouraged to share
them with family and friends in other states to help
ease their financial burden. Free prescription drug
discount cards may be picked up at City Hall during
regular business hours.

Each Friday from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. join the
Caples House for a pot of tea and

TEA ON FRIDAYS
AT THE CAPLES HOUSE MUSEUM

O sweets. Come alone or bring a
« \\ - friend for a relaxing visit
/ and a lovely setting. Cost
is $5 per person with

6‘(
( proceeds going to the

@ @ ? museum. Caples House
(\J C— >) Museum is located at

1925 First Street.




FOUND ITEMS

The following items were found recently and turned

into City Hall. Do they belong to you?

« Pocket knife found at the corner of “I” Street
and Highway 30.

+ Single key found in City Hall.

® WATER CONSERVATION TIP @

Adjust sprinklers so only your lawn is watered
and not the house, sidewalk, or street.

Gbo6bb006000000

BACKYARD SAFETY

As summer approaches, homeowners need to take
the time to check their outdoor areas for potential
safety hazards. While most people know that pools
are a safety hazard for kids, there are lot more
things to watch out for in your back yard, like
barbecues and grills, lawn equipment and toys.
Zero to low cost simple steps can help to keep your
family and friends safe in the future:

Pools:

= Practice constant, adult
supervision around any
body of water, including
pools and spas.

= If you're considering a
swimming pool purchase,
contact your local
Building Department first to determine exactly
what permits are needed and what
requirements you must follow.

= |n-ground and above-ground pools, including
inflatable pools holding more than 24 inches of
water, must be surrounded by a fence or other
barrier at least four feet high. Any gates in the
fence must be self-closing and self-latching.

= Reserve a spot on a wall or fence near the pool
for lifesaving devices.

= Learn cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR).

Grills:

= Designate the grilling area a "No Play Zone"
and keep kids and pets well away until grill
equipment is completely cool.

= Check propane cylinder hoses for leaks before
use. (Source: USFA)

= Do not move hot grills. !

* Never add charcoal p <~
starter fluid when coals or (\
kindling have already 2)

been ignited, and never
use any flammable or
combustible liquid other
than charcoal starter
flud to get the fire
going. (Source: USFA)

» Dispose of charcoal properly,
keeping ash containers outside and away from
combustible construction.

= Place the grill away from siding, deck railings
and out from under eaves and overhanging
branches.

General:

= Don't leave toys, tools
and equipment in the
yard.

= Keep steps, sidewalks
and patios in good repair.

= A common safety hazard
occurs when porches are
nailed to buildings rather
than being attached with the proper anchors or
bolts. Nails are a poor method for attaching
porches to buildings because they work their
way loose over time.

» Check all swings, slides, playhouses and other
structures for sharp objects, rusty metal pieces,
breaks or weakened support pieces.

10 a.m.

/\ 0 4pm
=

Library
Book Sale
Sat. June 4"




POLICE ACTIVITY REPORT
April - May 2011

See below for the department’s activity during the
most recent reporting period. Please feel free to
contact me, or any of your police officers, with
feedback or further questions that you may have.
Stay safe ~ Chief Michael S. McGlothlin

Activity Report:

Your police officers answered 485 calls for service
during the past reporting period. Although many of
these calls were self-initiated by officers of this
department, we have summarized below both
criminal

significant community policing and
investigations that we have conducted.

Community Policing Activity:
Residential security checks: 103
Area Patrols: 30
Foot Patrols: 10
Assist the Public: 15
Hazards: 2
Radio Calls: 248
Animal Complaints: 8
Nuisance/Code Enforcement

Complaints: 11
Abandoned/Disabled Vehicles: 6
Assistance to Outside Agencies: 11
Noise Complaints: 3
Parking Violations: 2
Traffic Complaints: 2

Criminal Activity/Investigations:

Assault Investigations: 1
Disturbance/Domestic Calls: 3
Investigative Follow Up’s: 11
Suspicious Circumstances, People, Vehicles

and Prowler Calls: 10
Traffic Stops: 74
Juvenile Investigations/Missing Juvenile calls: 2
Burglary Investigations: 1
Criminal Mischief Investigations: 1
Theft Investigations: 1

Calls of Interest:

1. Assault investigation in the 300 block of “A”
Street on 04/01/2011 — Investigation complete
with suspect identified.

2. Burglary investigation in the 300 block of “A”
Street on 04/01/2011 — Investigation completed
as unfounded.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Suspicious vehicle at “A” Street near Highway
30 on 04/01/2011 — Vehicle and operator
checked out OK.

Suspicious person on Highway 30 near “L”
Street on 04/01/2011 - Person involved
checked out OK.

Suspicious vehicle in the area of Highway 30
near Pacific Street on 04/01/2011 — Vehicle and
persons involved checked out OK.

Suspicious person in the area of Highway 30 at
“L” Street on 04/01/2011 — Person involved
checked out OK.

Suspicious person in the area of Highway 30
near Pacific Street on 04/01/2011 — Person
involved checked out OK.

Theft investigation in the 300 block of Lincoln
Street on 04/06/2011 - Investigation closed
with leads exhausted.

Suspicious person in the 3600 block of Park
Drive on 04/09/2011 — Person involved checked
out OK.

Domestic disturbance call in the 300 block of
Metlako Way on 04/09/2011 — Peace restored
and criminal investigation complete with referral
to DA’s office for prosecution.

Disturbance call in the 1500 block of Fourth
Street on 04/12/2011 — Property secured with
no indication of crime having taken place.
Suspicious vehicle at ProBuild Lumber Yard on
04/16/2011 — Vehicle and operator checked out
OK, verbal warning given regarding trespass.
Suspicious person in the area of Highway 30
near Pacific Street on 04/17/2011 — Person
involved checked out OK.

Suspicious person in the area of Highway 30
near “L” Street on 04/23/2011 - Person
involved checked out OK.

Criminal mischief investigation in the 700 block
of James Street on 04/26/2011 — Investigation
closed as unfounded.

Disturbance call in the 700 block of “H” Street
on 04/28/2011 — Peace restored with no further
law enforcement action required.

Suspicious circumstance at First Street near
“G” Street on 04/29/2011 — Circumstances and
persons involved checked out OK.




HOUSING REHABILITATION FUNDS
ARE NOW AVAILABLE!

Is your house in need of
repairs? Low-income
homeowners may now be
eligible for no-interest,
deferred payment
loans! The funds may be
used to complete the
following housing
rehabilitation projects:

Update electrical, plumbing or sewer
Replace or update heat source
Replace roof, doors, windows
Structural repairs

Foundation repairs

Energy saving measures

=
=
=
=
=
=

In order to qualify, you must be a homeowner,
meet income _and property guidelines, and live in

the dwelling to be repaired. Loan funds are limited!

Please contact the Community Action Team, Inc.,
at (503) 397-1675 for additional information and/or
loan applications.

EARTHQUAKE PREPAREDNESS

The threat of earthquakes in the Pacific Northwest

is real.

Scientists predict a magnitude 8.0 or

greater earthquake could occur at any time.

Prepare:

a

Pick "safe spots" in each room of your home. A
safe spot could be under a sturdy table or desk
or against an interior wall away from windows,
bookcases or tall furniture that could fall on you.
Practice "drop, cover and hold on" in each
safe spot. Drop under a sturdy desk or table,
hold on and protect your eyes by pressing your
face against your arm.

Discuss the possibility of an earthquake with
your family, and make sure you have your
disaster supplies kit ready containing everything
you need to be self-sufficient for three days.
Does anyone need training, such as first aid or
instruction in turning utilities off? Make a list of
who needs to learn what and set aside a time
for training. At least one household member
should be certified in first aid and CPR.

Review and update your family plan yearly or
as needed. Are phone numbers current? Are
safety spots still practical? Has the plan for
reuniting the family changed?

Q

Conduct a home hazard hunt. Bolt bookcases
and china cabinets to wall studs and place
heavier objects on lower shelves. Install strong
latches on cupboards. Secure wall hangings
with special hooks (don't hang anything over
the bed).

Responding to a major earthquake:

a

Q

When the ground begins to shake, "drop,
cover and hold on."

If inside during an earthquake, stay there.
Move only a few steps to a nearby safe spot
(10feet or less). If you are in bed, hold on and
stay there, protecting your head with a pillow.

If outdoors during an earthquake, stay there.
Find a clear spot away from buildings, trees and
streetlights and power lines. Drop to the
ground until the shaking stops. If you are in a
vehicle, pull over to a clear location, stop and
stay there with your seatbelt fastened until the
shaking has stopped. Once the shaking has
stopped, proceed with caution.

When the shaking has stopped, check for
injuries and provide first aid.

Protect yourself from further danger by putting
on shoes and work gloves. This will protect you
from further injury by broken objects.
Look for and extinguish small fires.
fire hazards.

Leave the gas on at the main valve unless you
smell gas or think it is leaking. Turn off water if
necessary. Assume any downed power lines
are live and stay away.

Immediately clean up dangerous spills such as
medicine, bleach, gasoline or other flammable
liquids.

Turn on a portable radio and listen for
instructions from public safety agencies.

Use phones ONLY for emergencies.
Unnecessary calls can prevent others from
getting emergency help.

Watch animals closely. Leash dogs and place
them in a

Eliminate

fenced yard.
The behavior of
pets may
change
dramatically
after an
earthquake.
Don't turn on
any electricity
after a major
earthquake.

et
COVER!




STORM WATER
PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS

What is storm water pollution? Rainwater or
even runoff from sprinklers or hoses carries
contaminants - such as litter, animal waste,
automobile fluids, fertilizers and pesticides - into the
storm drains and pollutes the City's neighborhoods,
creating health risks for children and polluting our
waterways.

What can | do to prevent storm water pollution?
Here are a few tips that can help improve our storm
water quality and protect our environment:

e Don't put anything in the storm drains but
rainwater. Storm drains can carry surface
runoff directly to streams and rivers without
treatment.  Make sure runoff carries only
rainwater.

e Remove litter from the street. Trash-laden
gutters increase neighborhood pollution and
clog drains, which may lead to street flooding.

Pick up after your pet. Animal waste, when
left on the ground, washes down storm drains
and contaminates waterways and beaches.
Recycle your motor oil. The Columbia
County Transfer Station, along with many gas
stations, auto parts stores and repair shops will
collect and recycle used motor oil.

Bag, compost or recycle grass, tree limbs,
leaves and other yard waste. Soggy yard
waste is a major contributor to clogged storm
drains.

Be smart when you apply pesticides or
fertilizers. Do not apply pesticides or fertilizers
before it rains. Not only will you lose most of
the chemicals through runoff, but you will also
be harming the environment. Do not over-water
after application. Read the label and do not
apply more than recommended.

Don't wash dirty paintbrushes under an
outdoor faucet. This dirty rinse water flows
into the street and down the storm drain.

— <_
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MONTHLY MEETING AND EVENT CALENDAR - JUNE 2011
June 2™ 6:00 p.m. Regular City Council Meeting at City Hall
June 4" 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Library Book Sale at Community Hall
June 9" 7:00 p.m. Municipal Court at City Hall
June 13" 7:00 p.m. Friends of the Library Meeting at the Library
June-14* : i issi i i

June 16" 6:00 p:m:
June 21% 5:00 p.m.
June 23" 5:00 p.m.

-CANCELED

Regular City Council Meeting at City Hall
Parks Committee Meeting at City Hall
Hazard Mitigation Meeting at City Hall

community resource disappear.

Yes! | would like to donate!
Donation Amount: $35

SAVE THE LIBRARY

Since the City of Columbia City can no longer afford to financially support our library, there is a real threat the
Columbia City Community Library may have to CLOSE. We need your help now! The library can remain open ONLY
if there is enough financial support from the community. Send a $35 tax-deductible donation to support your
Columbia City Community Library today. The fee to use the St. Helens Library is $35. Don't let a valuable

$50 $100 $500 Other

Please make checks payable to: Friends of the Columbia City Community Library
Return to: PO Box 189, Columbia City, OR 97018




